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BBBSMD launched our 100 Mentors in 100 Days 
campaign. Avis Ford of Detroit has been an essential part
of this campaign. This crusade is dedicated to recruiting an
abundance of mentors to help young people achieve their
full potential with our community. The service we provide
is a life changing experience for a matched Big (mentor)
and Little (mentee). Our participants are the volunteers,
parents, members who support our efforts.

This year’s project is an aggressive media and community
outreach in the recruitment of volunteers and mentor rich
companies within Wayne, Oakland and Macomb counties.

Our main focus is to
encourage more individuals to become mentors,
with an extreme emphasis on male participation and a
tremendous push to get African American males involved.

Our goal is to charge individuals, especially males; young
and old to learn more about why mentoring is so important
to our youth and our communities. This is an opportunity
to give back and serve your community. It’s a joy and a
feeling that you just can’t describe.

Walking the Walk
MARTIN LUTHER KING’S DREAM

Kudos TO
Lynette (Savage) Simmons!

100 Mentors IN
100 Days Campaign 

and Counting…

Congratulations to Lynette
Simmons on her recent promo-
tion to Director of Community
Based Programs. Lynette is an
outstanding leader within
BBBSMD. In December she
was voted BBBSMD’s 2007
Employee of the Year. 

Lynette was truly surprised at
the staff holiday party hosted by WSU Associate Dean of
Engineering, Dr. Gerald Thompkins at McGregor Hall.
However, this was no surprise to BBBSMD staff members.

In fact, nominations for Lynette were received from all 
levels within the organization. Nominations included 
such endorsements as:

Lynette is the most dedicated, hard working supervisor that 
I have ever had. Lynette never stops working. She was even
sending out emails to check on her team while she was on
her honeymoon! Lynette has not missed a BBBSMD event,
and she involves her family in the mission of our agency as
well. President & CEO, Dara Munson, described Lynette as
an inspiration to us all.

Newsletter inquiries contact: 
Ruselda M. Johnson, VP of Communications & 
Corporate Events, at 248-569-0600 ext. 227 or 
email to johnsonr@bbbsdetroit.org.

Congratulations TO

BIG SISTER Stacie Rupiper-Farina
BBBSMD congratulates Stacie Rupiper-Farina who was
selected as the agency’s Metro Detroit Mentor Collaboration
(MDMC) Mentor of the Year. Stacie was honored on
Thursday, January 31, 2008 at the San Marino Club in 
Troy for her outstanding contributions as a Big Sister.

Stacie, a resident of Utica, Michigan, is currently employed 
at Chrysler Corporation as a Purchasing Engineer. Stacie 
is a role model and enthusiastic advocate for mentoring. 
“I am so proud to be a part of such an important organization,”
she commented about her role as a Big Sister and 2008 
representative for BBBSMD. Little Sister, Josee, expressed
that “I couldn’t imagine my life without Stacie”.

In an effort to honor the memory of a man who dedicated
most of his life to serving others, BBBSMD participated in
Southfield’s Peace Walk Celebration on January 21, 2008,
the day designated as Martin Luther King Day. It was a
bright but extremely cold day, several Bigs and their
Littles, along with our President & CEO, Dara Munson,
and staff joined in the march that began at Hope United
Methodist Church.

This BBBSMD event was conducted as an Americorps
Service Project by Americorps members Ashyia Henderson
and Mallori Thomas. Each mentor present was given a 
personal thank you and a lovely purple and gold BBBSMD
lapel pin.



Sponsorships have become essential to BBBSMD. Through our generous sponsorships BBBSMD has grown to include 
several annual events throughout the year such as our signature event Bowl For Kids’ Sake, the Real Heroes Event, the
Arby’s Charity Tour and the Recognition Dinner. We would like to especially thank each and every corporate sponsor for
making our mission a reality.

Distinguished Lead
General Motors

Patron
Dr. Melvin Murphy

Title & Platinum Matchmaker
Community Bowling Centers Laborer Local 1076 Labor Management Trust
Deloitte Wayne & Macomb Lecet, Laborers’ International 

Union of North America

Friend, Presenting & Gold Matchmaker
AAA Michigan BASF
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan, Blue Care Network BOSSdev
Ford Motor Company Handleman
Henry Ford Health System WJBK-FOX 2
WKBD-UPN 50 Logicalis
WWJ-CBS 62

Supporter, Leading & Silver Matchmaker
Aisin World Corp. of America Marsh
Beaumont Hospital McNish Group, Inc.
Chrysler Midwest Health System
Doner Advertising Sargento
Fox Sports Net Strategic Staffing Solutions
HAP WDIV-TV NBC 4
LaSalle Bank WXYZ-TV ABC 7
Yazaki

Our News Makers
BBBSMD would like to thank the local media for helping make our events, activities and programs a great success.
Without our media outlets the metropolitan community would not know all the wonderful things BBBSMD accomplishes
throughout the year.

Radio Stations T.V. and Cable
WWJ-950 AM WJBK-Fox 2
WGPR-107.5 (Mason Radio) Comcast
WDMK-105.9 FM
WDTJ-1440 AM News
WJR-760 AM Detroit Free Press
WCHB-1200 AM Detroit News

Southfield Sun
Clear Channel Radio Utica Press
WDFN-1130 AM Michigan Chronicle
WDTW-106.7 FM
WJLB-98 FM
WKQI-95.5 FM
WMXD-92.3 FM
WNIC-100.3 FM

A TRIBUTE TO OUR SPONSORS

The Intercollegiate Athletics Program at Schoolcraft College
hosted their First Annual “Schoolcraft Spirit Night” in
December, which benefited BBBSMD, as part of their home
basketball doubleheader against Henry Ford Community
College. The 100 plus Schoolcraft student-athletes and staff
were asked to provide a holiday gift to kick-off this charitable
campaign which helped spread holiday cheer by donating
117 gifts to our Littles. Wayne State University’s School of
Engineering also donated an assortment of gift certificates

and clothing to our Littles,
thanks to the vision of Dr.
Gerald Thompkins, Associate
Dean of WSU Engineering
Department.

Youthville Detroit was host to
our Holiday Party on December 8, 2007. The Holiday sea-
son brought out over 300 attendees. The Metro Area
Council (MAC) Members provided arts and crafts, such as
jewelry making and cookie decorating to keep the littlest
of our Littles busy. The Game Zone and especially the Teen
Zone indulged the older Littles in activities that were more
age appropriate.

BBBSMD extends joyful congratulations to the countless
staff and volunteers for their work and contributions for a
successful Holiday Party.

BIG BROTHERS BIG SISTERS OF
Metropolitan Detroit SPREADS HOLIDAY CHEER
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2007 Year INReview

BBBSMD celebrated its Annual Celebrity Dinner and
Awards Ceremony on September 20, 2007 at the Ritz
Carlton, Dearborn Michigan. We are proud to say that the
2007 Celebrity Awards Ceremony with over 450 in attendance
raised $150,000. Our amazing keynote speaker for the
evening was singer, director, humanitarian Harry Belafonte.
The Master of Ceremonies was the Voice of the Detroit
Pistons and WGPR Radio Host of Mason Radio, John Mason.

“We are especially thrilled that Mr. Belafonte enriched us
with his experiences and presence as he talked about what 

mentoring meant to him as a young child growing up in 
the streets of Harlem, New York,” expressed Dara Munson,
President and CEO of BBBSMD.

We would like to extend our heartfelt thanks on behalf 
of the Board of Directors, staff members, volunteers and
especially our children to our Distinguished Lead

Sponsor, General Motors and Roderick Gillum,

VP of Corporate Responsibility and Diversity,

Patron Sponsor, Dr. Melvin Murphy for his support and
enthusiasm and our Benefactor Sponsor Charity Motors 
for continued support of BBBSMD.

ANNUAL Celebrity Dinner AND Awards Ceremony



Buffalo Wild Wings PARTNERS WITH

BIG BROTHERS BIG SISTERS
OF Metropolitan Detroit

Buffalo Wild Wings and BBBSMD are proud to present “Mentor Monday”. This wonderful
partnership in conjunction with our Each One Reach One Campaign is designed for our
Bigs (mentors) to invite their friends and potential volunteers to Buffalo Wild Wings, to
learn more about the
many mentoring oppor-
tunities at BBBSMD.
Our next “Mentor
Monday” is Monday,
May 5, 2008 at 6:30p.m.
Cut out this coupon and
come join us for fun,
prizes and an opportunity
to make a difference. 

Mark Your Calendars

Bowl For Kids Sake Dates:

April 19, 2008
Skores Lane 

April 26, 2008
Merri Bowl and Hartfield Lanes

May 3, 2008
Sterling Lanes - HAP and Bigs
& Littles Day of Celebration

Comcast Cares Day at
Youthville – Detroit

May 5, 2008
Mentor Monday
at Buffalo Wild Wings
22216 Michigan Ave.
Dearborn, MI 48124

May 29, 2008
Heroes Dinner
Detroit Golf Club

May 17, 2008 (9-2)
May 18, 2008 (1-6)
Celebration of Mentoring
at Charles H. Wright Museum

August 2, 2008
BBBSMD Picnic
Location TBD

August 4, 2008
Arby’s Golf Tour 
Meadowbrook Country Club

Donate your Used Vehicle to Charity
Motors and select Big Brothers Big
Sisters to receive the profit! Call 
313-255-1000 for more information!
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